Michurin lived another thirteen years; and the great*
est part of his achievements was accomplished in this period
when his work "expanded to unparalleled dimensions/' If
this period were subtracted, Michurin., while remaining
a great man, would not have been the Michurin the whole
world knows today.
This change in the fortunes of the great transformer
of nature, this amazing turn in his affairs, is a striking demon-
stration of what our Soviet system of government means
for the development of true, progressive science.
The following is what Ivan Vladimirovich himself wrote
about it.
"I had ... a tiny garden with hybrids which were not
being used for the disgraceful reason of the neglect and for-
getfulness that was characteristic of the tsarist-landlord
system. Today, I arn the director of a huge scientific research
institution, the only one of its kind in the world, covering an
area of several hundred hectares, with hundreds of thousands
of hybrids. . . . The Bolshevik Party and the Soviet Govern-
ment did everything to make the work that I initiated prosper.
This gave me great opportunities to pass at once to the
widest experiments with plants, literally on a mass scale/'
Thus, thanks to the care of the Party, the Soviet
Government and] the great leader of the Soviet people,
Comrade Stalin., the work of Michurin rapidly developed,
Michurin science grew.
Lenin and Stalin discovered Michurin and brought his
science within reach of the entire people.
Twice  Michurin  was   visited  by  M.   I.    Kalinin.   The
work of the man who had cut new paths for human knowledge
and power was acknowledged by high government   awards.
He broke into tears  when he   was  handed  the Order  of
Lenin.
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